Radiation treatment of carcinoma of the oropharynx. Report on 201 patients.
The prognosis for 201 patients with carcinoma of the oropharynx, treated mainly by irradiation, was analyzed. The crude 5, 10, 15 and 20 year survival rates were 50.3 per cent, 36 per cent, 26 per cent, and 17 per cent respectively, and the corresponding cure rates 44, 35, 26 and 17 per cent respectively. Patients under 50 years of age had a better 5 year survival than those over 60 years. The poorly differentiated and the anaplastic carcinomas had a better prognosis than the well differentiated lesions. Early stages had a much better prognosis than advanced lesions. Split course and continuous course irradiation gave similar results. The optimum dose range was 60 to 70 Gy. Early disappearance of the primary tumor during radiation therapy was prognostically favourable.